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Online betting is more than mere finger-crossed begging of the fates. As a form of gambling, it’s an industry that has to be regulated, ensuring the safety of everyone involved. Here comes a thorny issue. Legislation, a savvy punter would note, varies across jurisdictions. The United Kingdom is probably one of the most forward-thinking nations on Earth when it comes to sanctioning operators. Heavy regulation brings in the stern scrutiny of watchdogs, but that is not all too shabby to begin with. 
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Things look differently in the United States, where legal disputes are sorted on per-state basis. As the battle rages, another whimsical side of flicking wagers in the US is that online daily fantasy sports qualify as a game of skill, and that makes it technically legal. In Canada, an interesting precedent takes shape – it is illegal to establish a sportsbookie in the country. What then if there are offerings by operators established in jurisdictions where it is legal to do so?

Best Bookies – First Impressions Are Lasting

Going online for sports betting sites is easy enough. Type in the magic words and Google will diligently return a handful of suggestions clamoring for your attention and deftly trying to elbow each other out of the way. But far from extending overweening courtesy to search engines, we ought to do our own research, there is money on the line after all!

Look into previous transgressions of the best online bookmakers and ask the Why’s and When’s? Is a bookie still dilly-dallying when it comes down to payouts? Or perhaps a past bellyache is still there? Then again, do not be too eager to condemn a sportsbook based on little to no evidence. Otherwise you may as well damn the whole lot as there are seldom bookmakers that have not ruffled feathers or, on occasion, showed blatant negligence for their customers, one way or the other.

Navigating the website should be easy enough and the terms and conditions, as well as help sections, welcome offers, if any, and promotions in general, should be in plain sight. Glide the navigation of the online betting site and try to spot in-play features, exchanges, spreads and so forth. Mobile apps and the associated type of betting are predominant and if your bookie fails to offer those, they better have a real good reason. 

Top Online Bookies
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	*Available to new customers only. Make a qualifying deposit of £5* or more and claim the offer within 30 days of registering your account to qualify for 500% of that amount in Bet Credits, up to a maximum of £50* in Bet Credits. Once released, your Bet Credits will be held in your account balance and are non-withdrawable. #ad


The Biggest Online: Top Bookies Often Come With Juicy Betting Bonuses

And juicy bonuses are much welcome. There are those among us who quite readily snub betting dens where such niceties are not extended. Initial offerings are not all there is, naturally. A bonus is oftentimes what makes a punter make the journey from considering plunking down a wager to depositing hard currency into their account. The ubiquity of bonuses however keeps pockets in state of precariousness. Hyperconnectivity that is often touted as the spear tip of online bookies may also translate into ruin for others.

When it comes to responsible gambling, the best bookies will be committed to NOT negating the downsides of betting while trying to maximize their own earnings. There are some longstanding sites that know what’s what and try to provide valuable information to help their readers find an operator that can be trusted. An excellent list of top rated UK bookmakers can be found at www.topbettingwebsites.co.uk. All betting sites there are long-established operators that provide quality experience to all punters.  Still, let us have a look at some of the more popular wagers out there.

	We can talk about your free bets – one-off wagers that are usually dished out as soon as punters qualify for a welcome bonus.
	Deposit bonus are available at sportsbooks as a percentage of the amount we first deposit. This is another type of welcome offer. If a bookie matches you up for the full amount of the deposited sum, that is a matched bonus.
	No deposit bonuses also exist. They are handed out to new punters as soon as they register. Not all bookies extend such offers, but those that do, usually tether no deposit bargains to demanding and somewhat restrictive play-through requirements.
	Lastly, the Mobile bonus comes to cater to the needs of all and sundry who prefer flicking a punt from their smartphone or assorted device.


The Best Betting Sign Up Offers – Our Top Picks

	Heed the small print, punters! It matters. Comparing odds when in the thick of sports betting can be a grueling task, we admit. However, let us take a step back and start with the basics first – finding the right bonus. Top online sports betting sites offer plenty of bonuses and those are easily boiled down to several underpinning criteria.
	What the bonus is all about? The savvy pro will always take into account the type of the betting bonus and its amount. Juicy initial offers are quick to lure in but they may be lumped together with rather stringent wagering requirements, which could, bottom line, make it better for you to just pass up on a bonus.
	Wagering requirements – Wagering requirements will outline the specifics. On occasion, they will apply to both the deposit amount and bonus amount. As a reference, you may bear in mind that most top bookies come with a 5x turnover prerequisite. Odds vary just as well, but most bookies will have you play at 1.5 or higher.
	Got bonus? Now is the time to be smart about it. Remember that bonuses come with deadlines. In other words, just like in online casinos, you have limited time to meet the wagering requirements. Failing to do so means that you have passed up on the offer altogether. When the time of crunch is upon you, know that attempting to withdraw proceedings before fulfilling the criteria would result in cancellation of the bonus on the part of the bookmaker. Lastly, some bonuses ask for specific bonus codes that are available at the bonus banners – those glitzy panneaux that beckon to you seductively.




American Bookies


	Bookmakers	Bonus	Rating	Read More
	.	€5 Free bet	9.4/10	Read Review
	.	100% Match Bonus	9.3/10	Read Review
	.	€200  Welcome Bonus	9.1/10	Read Review
	.	£30 Free bet Bonus	9.1/10	Read Review
	.	€25 Deposit Bonus	9.1/10	Read Review


Do You Even Mobile Yet? Online Bookmakers Offer A Variety of Mobile Betting

Nearly half of us gamblers chose to wager via a mobile device. Nevertheless, there seem to be a vast swathe of staunch supporters who plump for the more cumbersome sort of devices such as desktop computers and laptops. If my experience is anything to go by, I dote on both my computer and iPhone with equal fondness.

[image: Betting from mobile device]

When you go mobile, you pretty much have two choices – you either plump for iOS or go tracking Android down sinuous paths. Interestingly, you can also play from laptops, counting on the mobile part of the trend, not the ‘carry-your-phone-anywhere-you-wish aspect’.

The most popular online bookmakers will offer links to the Apple Store whereas Android apps are, for the most part, downloadable through a direct link on the bookies’ website. We can think of a few sportsbooks that have not introduced mobile betting apps. Odd, but at least they have seamless mobile versions. Then again, who doesn’t?

[image: The growth of online betting]

Remember how some online betting sites spoil customers? It is quite possible to obtain a second welcome bonus if you register or download the app on your phone, making for a versatile betting arsenal at one’s fingertips. Those offers are not readily advertised and you will need to do some digging if going mobile brings you nothing but the alleged comforts of plopping down in a chair anywhere to carry a few wagers.

And even though we would be rather stroppy when someone tries to slap us with prerequisites and hamper our freedom we seem to, for the most part, value the comforts of home above all else. Even though mobile is a way to help us break free from the chains of bondage, we are still quite happy to just sit at home and make a full good use of our mobile devise. And if small screens do not bother you, you have most likely stumbled on one of the best online bookmakers out there.

The Types Of Wagers One May Opt For

Let us take a step back and look at things in perspective. Ever since they have been conceived, bookies have been violently scrambling for purchase in the hearts of punters. Your best online betting sites have been quick to adopt the faintest promising ideas in a bid to gain an edge over competition. Humorously enough, only a handful of us have suspected the rise of betting exchanges for instance. If you were around the time the first betting exchange sprouted, then you know it had only 30-odd subscribers. If that doesn’t give you a proper chuckle, what would?

And things have gone quite of hand (opinion hardcore sports fans) as electronic sports – yes video games (!) – are actually a product of sports bookies! Not exactly a novelty, pari-mutuel betting are also nonetheless popular and instill a sense of community. Well, at least in the winning segment of punters. Finally spread-betting is a widely debated type of betting which often makes headlines in popular newspapers, mostly on the lines whether it is a type of investment or gambling. Whatever the type of betting, the best online bookies sites will have it covered. Let us have a closer look.
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In-Play Betting – Why Not Share The Good Times?

[image: In play live betting]Bookies have most certainly tried different tacks. They have attempted all sorts of promotions. Laden customers with seemingly tempting bonuses and promises of ethereal riches. But if anything has ever spurred people to cough up for sports at your regular sports betting site, we would argue that in-play, or live betting, has really gussied up the whole segment.

In-play betting is no longer the preserve of emotional hotheads. There is a lot to be won by way of flicking punts on events that are afoot. Certainly, mastering the craft is no doddle. Odds come into existence only to disappear at a mere fraction of a second. There are more pitfalls still.

Punters need to know that even though such betting is advertised as live, there is a delay when live streaming a game at an operator’s website, meaning bookies usually know the results up ahead, and adjust their odds respectively, a minute or even more before actual results. Now, the delay always vary, it could be less, it could be more – but who really knows what goes on under the hood, especially if the engine has a tendency to choke. The most loyal online sports betting sites will most certainly disclose such information and issue a fair warning to bettors. Well done.

One significant positive side of live betting is that it adds an additional layer of fun to the betting process. Being heavily regulated, watchdogs always have some valuable insight to offer. Most recently, the UK Gambling Commission posited that whatever the future development is, it will definitely need to focus on ‘the player experience”. Who cares what the result if you are having a good time.

Betting Exchanges – When 30-Odd Punters Cracked A Grin

[image: Exchange betting - player vs player]Betting exchanges are unlike online bookmakers, at least in some ways. It may all boil down to throwing money at the chances of events panning out one way or another, but the question is who are we playing against.

With a sports bookie, we are trying to one up the operator. Betting exchanges on the other hand, link punters who are willing to play up against one another. Essentially, the betting exchange cuts a small fee of your wager for its part as a mediator. A bet takes place when one punter opts to Back a team and another one chooses Lay, i.e. that a team would lose.

Pari-Mutuel Betting – A Band Of Outsiders

Pari-mutuel betting is not difficult to grasp. It consists of having people pool their bets together on the outcome of event. When the results are announced there are usually two camps – those who have been skillful enough to guess correctly, and those who could have done a better job.

After the money is pooled and the event has concluded, the winners grab a share of the total award by way of dividing the prize pool by the amount wagered on a certain outcome. Let us say that you have five horses to bet on. Horse #1 fetches $200 in total bets, Horse #2 is valued at $250, #3 fills in with $300, Horse #4 comes at $120, and finally Horse #5 hits it on the nail with $200.

Cumulatively, we have a prize pool of $1070. The house cuts 10% (and the rest is divvied up between the winners. Meaning, the pool is $963. Your potential wins are $963/Horse #. In other words, if you have plumped for Horse #3, you will earn $963/$300 = $3.21 for every dollar you have wagered.

[image: Pari-mutuel betting - betting in a pool with other players]

Spread Betting – The Type Of Betting That Tempts

[image: Pari-mutuel betting - betting in a pool with other players]Spread betting does not entail as many bonuses, even from the best online betting sites. As the name suggests, punters wager on a range of possible outcomes. There will be a threshold and a ceiling of your wager and you will have to determine whether the outcome is going to be below or above the price range.

Spread betting tempts as there is virtually no limit on your proceedings, but its precarious nature makes it an easy pitfall for those who cannot really bet responsibly. Take notice!

Electronic Sports And Daily Fantasy Sports – Where The Wild Things Dwell

[image: Esports betting]Ask about if your friends have recently wagered on a game of Counter-Strike: Global Offensive (CS:GO). Or perhaps they have dabbled with spell-flinging sorcerers in an attempt to uproot the Sentinel from the map in a clash of Defense of the Ancients (DOTA). If those sound outlandish to you, good news! People are actually wagering on the outcome of video games, which is a yet untapped market to you.

One that is expanding, at quite the dizzy pace. In a way, electronic sports already outstrip their mainstream, for a want of a better word, counterparts. NBA events are eclipsed by the buzz a game of LoL sends around, and soon after, fans, by the thousands, flock.

[image: daily fantasy sports betting]A figment of one’s imagination? Probably, but a viable option all the same. Online sports betting sites today also offer fantasy sports betting. Sounds as a bit of a stretch? Fret not. It is a viable industry and mostly runs around the year. However, legislation is still not settled on the matter where sports fantasy is legal. In much of the world, it is.

The snag, however, is that 86% of all wager-flicking on make-believe teams takes place in North America, and things are rather patchy there.

Omniscient And Omnipresent, The Carousal At Online Bookmakers Never Ends

To stay ahead of the pack, bookies must be everywhere. Their adaptability and ready endorsement of the latest tech, let alone their own earth-shattering suggestions, keep them in the game. The best online sports betting sites have long realized, however, that unless they guarantee an interrupted experience, they may as well pull up stakes. Bettors also demand for consistency, relevance, and empowerment.

[image: bookmakers can be found everywhere]

Empowerment? Quite so! Just as bookmakers have been in the habit of appointing advisors to the top bettors at their website, so will the everyday punter insist for the same privileged treatment. The slews of statistics is just a taste of what this consolidated experience at bookies is all about.

You may now play from any device, swapping a laptop for a smartphone, or just swinging buy to a local betting den to check up on a wager. It all works and punters like to know they are unlimited in their options.

Meanwhile, single wallets and synchronizing tasks across channels remains a demanding job, but one that the best online sports betting sites will readily take on. There is plenty of room to expand in. Virtual reality may scout new unprobed lands where betting can kick off in earnest. Bottom line, what truly matters is brushing up on player satisfaction and customer experience.
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Compare Online Betting Sites, Know The Meta

We have alluded to the importance of comparing bookies before. We spoke about bonuses. Bonuses are easy to track from one sportsbook to the next. Punching up your game, you may want to look for more specific and demanding aspects of betting, such as market variety and odds.

If you have a look around, you will notice we have covered quite a few significant aspects of any online betting site worth its salt, or at least, its wagers. Dig and dig deep. Reviews are out there for the taking. As punters increasingly seek reliable betting dens, so do operators are increasingly trying to stave off any slurs on their reputation. And yet the playing field is chequered. You have found a spic and span bookie? We doubt it. Instead, focus on identifying how issues are being handled – therein you can tease out how reliable your pick is.

One Payment Method To Rule Them All? Don’t Think So

We hardly think so. Scour the Internet and turn all the bookies upside down, you will suss out a trend. Reliable and fast transactions make and break online bookies. Poor site quality is cited just as important as long cash-out times. Usually depositing is instantaneous and it may stretch for some of the more derelict ways of funding one’s account. Bank Cheque comes to mind. Again, a telltale sign of a decent bookie is that everything is put down to the last letter. E-wallets in general tend to have slightly quicker payment times, whereas directing money to a credit or a debit card may take up to five (5) days.

Be scrupulous about payment and hold your bookmaker responsible. Note that when you carry out your first payout, your operator may ask you to verify that the registered user is the person to benefit from the account. Any copy of an ID document would do in most cases.

A New Currency Shines Upon Online Betting Sites

A small swathe of bookies are cottoning on to Bitcoins. There are certainly boons to that sort of anonymous flutter-exchange. But given the lack of regulation in both some aspects of sports betting and Bitcoin itself, the whole endeavor becomes rather risky. The cryptocurrency seems dead set on a trajectory for the Moon, but even then, central banks are increasingly taking a hawkish stance on it. The most creditable online sports betting sites will steer clear from the golden allure of Bitcoin. A few will venture out to uncharted territories, but whether they will flounder or prosper, only the future can tell.

The Best Online Sportsbooks Will Be Worth Your Time

Increasingly, people will value their time spent betting. We estimate that for an equal number of people, betting will be carried out for reasons either recreational or as a means of supplementary income. Whatever their bent may be, the average bettor will hold bookies accountable. It is an interesting time in the history of sports betting. Until now, operators have sought how to know more about their customers. Greedily, they have lapped data selflessly thrown away by their customers.

And while the sportsbooks have kept an enthralled gaze at the inexhaustible throve of information directed their way, they may have missed to spot the crowds milling about their doors. Punters reciprocated that firm stare and their voices are more pronounced. How, then, do the best online betting sites make do? Can the playfield be even and online bookmakers still survive? The best do.
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			  Risk Warning - Online Gambling is dangerous for your money, so bet with caution and if you see that you got an addiction please find help for that!
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